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Statement of Facts CLERK U.S. DISTRICT COURT 
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA 

From approximately 2006 through. 2019 B'!Defendant~AME::OEPUTY 

SORIANO worked at the Naval Information War fare Center ("NIWC"), 

previously known a s the Space and Naval Warfare Systems Center 

("SPAWAR"), in San Diego, California. NIWC was a command of the 

United States Navy, a branch of the United States Department of 

Defense ("DoD"), which was a Department of the United States 

Government. In this capacity, SORIANO was a public official, as 

defined in 18 U.S.C. 201 (a) (1). SORIANO wo r ked as a civilian 

engineer and project lead at NIWC. As part of his duties at NIWC, 

SORIANO was a certified Contracting Officer Representative 

("COR"). In his role at NIWC, SORIANO had the ability to influence 

the award of defense contracts. 

2 . Dawnell Parker {charged elsewhere) worked at NIWC from 

approximately August 2009 through August 2019. In approximately 

2015, Parker transitioned to working directly with JAMES SORIANO, 

in an administrative capacity, supporting him in his COR duties at 

NIWC. In that role, Parker worked under the direction o f SORIANO. 

Dawnell Parker was no t a certified COR. 

3. As a COR, SORIANO had various dut i es and 

responsib i lities that were l aid out in various sources, including 

Department of Defense I nstruction ("DoDI") 5000 .7 2 , DoD Standard 

for Contracting Officer's Representative Certification; the 

Department of Defense COR Handbook; Federal Acquisition 

Regulations ("FAR") 1.602, 1.604, 3.101-1, and 3 .104; the Defense 

Federal Acquisition Regulation Supplement ("DFARS") 201.602; the 

Defense Federal Acquisi t ion Regulation Supplement Procedures, 
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Guidance, and Information ("DFARSPGI") 201. 602-2, among other 

sources. As a COR, SORIANO was supposed to be the "eyes and ears" 

of the Contracting Officer on the contract, and a liaison between 

the Government and the contractor. During the pre-award phase, as 

the COR candidate, SORIANO was supposed to work with the Government 

contracting team in developing requirement s, as well as evaluate 

contractor bids. During the post-award phase, as the COR, SORIANO 

was supposed to monitor and assess contractor performance, approve 

cont ractor invoices, and conduct contract or performance reviews, 

among other duties as assigned b y the Contracting Officer. As a 

COR, it was SORIANO's responsibility to protect the integrity of 

the acquisition process by maintaining fairness in the 

Government's treatment of all firms. 

4. In his position at NIWC PAC, SORIANO was required to 

file a yearly Office of Government Ethics ("OGE") Form 450. During 

the re l evant time period the OGE Form 450 required that SORIANO 

t ruthful ly report gifts total i ng more than $390 from any one source 

during the repor t ing period. 

5. As a DoD employee, SORIANO's official duties also 

included those found in Depart ment of Defense Directive 5500. 07 -R 

(Joint Ethics Regulations); 5 C.F . R. Part 2635 (Standards of 

Ethical Conduct for Employees of the Executive Branch); 5 C.F.R. 

Part 3601 (Supplemental Standards of Ethical Conduct for Employees 

of the DoD) ; a nd Exe cu ti ve Order 12 67 4 (Principles of Ethi cal 

Conduct for Government Officers and Emp loyees ). 

6. The Program Support Center ("PSC") at Department of 

Health and Human Services ("HHS") provided acquisition services, 
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including assisted acquisition services, to various Government 

agencies, including the DoD. In an ass isted acquisition, one 

Government agency requests assistance in t he procurement process 

from another agency. As part of the assisted acquisition process, 

PSC provided a contracting officer, and assisted with determining 

the correct contract vehicle to use for the acquisition. In 

carrying out its assisted acquisition services, PSC frequentl y 

delegated certain responsibilities 

monitoring its contracts to a COR. 

7. There are various documents 

f or administering 

typically used in 

and 

the 

Government contracting process, including the Request for Proposal 

("RFP"), St atement of Work ("SOW") or Performance Work Statement 

("PWS"), and Independent Government Cost Estimat e ("IGCE") among 

other documents . The RFP, SOW, PWS, and IGCE are Government 

documents, that are supposed to be drafted by Government official s. 

JAMSES SORIANO purported to draft these documents for the var i ous 

DoD commands who did contracting through him and PSC. 

The Intellipeak/Flores Conspiracy - 23-cr-2282-TWR 

8. Intellipeak Solutions, Inc. ("Intellipeak") (charged 

e l sewhere) was a defense contractor headquartered in 

Fredericksburg, Vi rginia . Intellipeak was a participant in the 

Small Business Administration 8 (a) program and was therefore 

eligibl e for certain types of sole source and direct award 

contracts. Philip Flores (charged elsewhere) was the President 

and CEO of Intellipeak. 

9. Begi nni ng in or before 

through at least October 29, 2019, 
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Flores, Inte l lipeak, Dawne ll Parker and others to commit bribery. 

Specifically, SORIANO, being a publ ic official , agreed to, 

directly and i ndirect l y, corruptly demand, seek, receive, accept, 

and agree to receive and accept th i ngs of value, including 

expensive meals and tickets to premiere sporting events, in return 

for being influenced in the performance of official acts and being 

induced to do or omit to do acts in violation of his official 

duties. 

10. As part of the conspiracy, Flores and Intellipeak gave 

JAMES SORIANO t h ings of value, including expensive mea l s and 

tickets to premiere sporting events including the World Series and 

t he Super Bowl. In return for t he s t ream of benefits from Fl ores 

and Int ellipeak, SORIANO was influenced in the performance of 

official acts, exerted pressure on other officials to perform 

official acts, and advocated before and advised other officials, 

knowing and in t ending that such advocacy and advice would form the 

basis fo r their off i cial acts, all to advan ce Flores' and 

Intellipeak's business interests with regards t o DoD c ontract s and 

contracting, as questions, matters, and cont roversies relating to 

that bu siness were brought to SORIANO's a t tention. In addition, 

SORIANO was induced to do or omit to do acts in violation of his 

official duties. 

11. Specifically, as part of the consp iracy , SORIANO used 

sole s ource c ontracting through the SBA 8(a) p rogram to steer DoD 

contracts to Intellipeak. SORIANO did so, kn owing t ha t I ntellipeak 

was genera l ly passing t h r ough all of the work on t h e contracts to 

other defense contractors, in violation of the rules f or the SBA 

4 

Case 3:23-cr-02282-TWR   Document 67-2   Filed 06/10/24   PageID.440   Page 4 of 43



B(a) program. SORIANO additionally falsified technical evaluation 

paperwork to ensure that Int ellipeak received high rating s and 

would b e awarded Do D contracts. In addition, SORIANO allowed 

Flores to draf t Governmen t documents includ ing the PWS, SOW, RFP, 

and IGCE for contracting efforts, incl uding competitive 

contracting efforts, before the cont racts were awarded. As a 

resu l t, Flores was able to draft the requirements for the contract , 

se t the price the Government expected to pay for t he services under 

t h a t contract, and later bid below that expected price to win the 

cont ract. As a resul t of the conspiracy, Intellipeak was awarded 

millions of dollars in Government contracts. 

12 . During the course of the conspiracy, SORIANO, Flores, 

Intellipeak, Parker, and others took numerous overt acts in 

fur therance of the conspiracy. 

13 . As overt acts i n furtherance of the conspiracy, Flores 

o ffere d and gave and SORIANO accepted numerous things of value, as 

a stream of benefits, including the follo wi ng : 

a. On March 31, 2 016, Flores took SORIANO and Parker 

out to dinner at Ruth's Chris Steak House in 

Arlington, Virginia. Flores spent $610. 24 on t he 

meal. 

b. On June 16, 20 16, Fl ores took SORIANO and Par ker to 

dinner at De Medici Cucina in San Diego, California. 

Flores paid $6 97 . 47 for the meal. 

c . On January 10, 20 17, Flores took SORIANO and Parker, 

and others, to dinner at Ruth 's Chris Steakh ouse i n 
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Arlington, Virginia. 

meal. 

Flores paid $917.48 for the 

d. On February 23, 2017, Flores hosted a luncheon 

meeting at the University Club in San Diego, 

California for SORIANO, Dawnell Parker and others. 

FLORES spent $394.37 on the meal. 

e. On February 6, 2018, Flores took SORIANO and others 

out to dinner at the Bluewater Boathouse Grill in 

San Diego, California. 

dinner. 

Flores paid $859. 00 for 

f. On April 24, 2018, Flores took SORIANO and Dawnell 

Parker to dinner at the Athena Pallas restaurant in 

Arlington, Virginia. 

dinner. 

Flores spent $208.96 on 

g. On May 7, 2018, Flores took SORIANO and Dawnell 

Parker out to dinner at Fat Tuna Grill in 

Wi lliamsburg, Virginia. Flores spent $519.43 on t he 

meal. 

h. On July 16, 2018, Flores took SORIANO to dinner at 

Ruth's Chris in Arlington, Virginia. 

$452.35 on the meal. 

Flores spent 

i. On October 28, 2018, Flores paid for SORIANO and 

SORIANO's wife to attend Game 5 of the World Series 

between the Boston Red Sox and the Los Angeles 

Dodgers at 

California. 

Dodger Stadium in Los Angeles, 

Flores, who attended the event with t h e 
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SORIANO, purchased their three field level box seats 

for $7,161 and parking passes for $315.98. 

j . On November 13, 2018, Flores took SORIANO and Dawnell 

Parker to dinner at Clyde's of Gallery Place in 

Washington, D.C. Flores spent $396.58 on the meal. 

k. On February 3, 2019, SORIANO attended the 2019 Super 

Bowl with Flores in Atlanta, Georgia. Flores spent 

$10,900 on t he tickets. 

14. In return for this stream of benefits, and as overt acts 

in furtherance of the conspiracy, SORIANO took various official 

acts, exerted pressure on other officials to perform official ac t s; 

and a dvocated before and advised other officials, knowing and 

intending that such advocacy and advice would form the basis for 

their official acts. SORIANO did so as part of the agreement with 

Flores, to advance Flores' and Intell ipeak' s business interests 

with regards t o DoD contracts and contracting, as Flores brought 

questions, matters, and controversies re lating to that business to 

SORIANO 's attention and as opportunities arose. SORIANO a l so did 

or omitted to do ac t s in violation of his official duties. For 

example: 

a. A few days a fter the dinner at Ruth's Chris, on April 

4 , 2016, SORIANO sent PSC a Team Technical Summary 

Document, giving a positive 

Intellipeak f or an 8(a) direct 

evaluation 

award. On 

to 

the 

document, SORIANO falsely claimed t hat two 

individuals, who had not participated in the 

technical evaluation and who did not know that thei r 
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names were being used in this manner, had also 

technically evaluated Intellipeak. The following 

day, as a resul t of t he positive technical evaluation 

by SORIANO, PSC awarded Intellipeak an 8(a) Direct 

Award Contract with a total potential award value of 

approximately $991,489.78. 

b. On June 1, 2016, SORIANO directed that a con tract 

for the Naval Expeditionary Combat Command ("NECC") 

was going to be a "Streamline to Intellipeak [ .]" As 

a result of SORIANO's advocacy, on July 8, 2016 , PSC 

awarded INTELLIPEAK an 8 (a) Direct Award Contract 

HHSP233201600132A, with a total potential award 

value of approximately$ 4,184,453.90 for the NECC 

work. 

c. On July 15, 2016, SORIANO allowed Flores to draft a 

PWS and IGCE for a new contracting effort for t he 

Naval Computer and Telecommunicat ions Station 

("NCTS") in San Diego, even though drafting such 

documents was supposed t o be part of SORIANO ' s 

official duties. On July 17, 2016 , SORIANO submitted 

the documents t o PSC. SORIANO further directed PSC 

that the acqui s i tion strategy for the contract was 

"a 8 a direct to Intellipeak." Although PSC 

questioned Intellipeak's ability to do the work in 

San Diego, given their location in Virginia, as a 

result of SORIANO's advocacy , on September 7, 2016, 

PSC awarded Intellipeak 8(a) Direct Award Contract 
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HHSP233201650084A, with a total potential award 

value of approximately $2,020,185.25 for the NCTS 

effort. 

d. On or about February 6, 2018, SORI ANO allowed Flores 

to draft discriminators for a competitive 8(a) 

Indefinite Delivery Indefinite Quantity ("IDIQ") 

Multiple Award Contract ("MAC") on which Intellipeak 

intended to bid. SORIANO did so even though setting 

contract requirements was part of his duties, and 

allowing Flores to draft the discriminators created 

a conflict of interest. A few days later, on 

February 9, 2018, SORIANO sent PSC a list of 

discriminators for the upcoming compet itive 

solicitation that were virtually identical to the 

discriminators drafted by Flores. 

e. On April 28, 2018, a few days after Flores treated 

SORIANO to dinner at the Athena Pal l as restaurant, 

SORIANO allowed Flores to draft additional 

disc riminator s for the upcoming 8(a) MAC competitive 

procurement. Those discriminators included a 

geographical requirement t hat favored I ntellipeak, 

and a past performance requirement that SORIANO 

assisted Intellipeak in meeting. 

f. On April 30, 2018, SORIANO emailed his edits to the 

S(a) MAC competitive solicitation , which were copied 

and pasted directly from the first page o f the 

document drafted by Flores. 
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g. On May 18, 2018, SORIANO submitted a Consensus 

Technical Evaluation for one of Intellipeak's 

proposals. SORIANO was the sole evaluator and gave 

Intellipeak a rating of excellent, even though he 

knew that another company was going to do all the 

work. As a resul t of SORIANO's high rating, 

Intellipeak was awarded, as an 8 (a) direct award, 

contract HHSP233201850056A, with a total potential 

value of $995,251 .20. 

h. On July 9, 2018 , SORIANO submitted to PSC a Consensus 

Technical Evalua t ion and a Team Technical Summary 

Document for the 8 ( a) MAC solicitation. SORIANO 

rated Intellipeak excellent in all categories. Both 

documents falsely claimed that a fellow SPAWAR 

employee had participated i n t he technical 

evaluation of the proposals. 

PSC awarded t h e S(a) MAC 

On August 22, 2018, 

to all six offerors 

including Inte llipeak. 

i. On July 19, 2018, SORIANO directed PSC that a 

contracting effort involving the Military Sealift 

Command was a "direct award to Intellipeak." 

J . On August 31, 2018, SORIANO submitted a technical 

evaluation for Intellipeak' s proposal on the 8 (a) 

Cyber IDIQ 

excellent 

Intellipeak 

contract. 

i n all 

was 
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HHSP2332018000341, with a contract ceiling of 

approximately $4,000,000. 

k. On September 6, 2018, SORIANO forwarded questions by 

PSC about an IGCE to Flores for him to answer. 

SORIANO did so after falsely telling PSC that he was 

going to "confirm" with the Government sponsor. 

Although the IGCE is an internal Government document 

that the defense contractor is not supposed to have, 

SORIANO allowed Flores to modify t he IGCE and sent 

the IGCE modified by Flores to PSC for use in the 

contracting process. 

1. On November 27, 2018, SORIANO submitted an IGCE, 

Rough Order of Magnitude ("ROM") file and PWS drafted 

by Flores to PSC fo r a competitive task order on the 

8(a) MAC contract. SORIANO did so even t hough he 

knew that he , not Flores, was supposed to draft those 

documents, and t hat Int ellipeak would b e one of the 

bidding companies on the task order. 

m. On December 18, ·2018 , SORIANO sent PSC a nswers to 

various questions about the 8(a) MAC task order that 

had been drafted by FLORES . SORIANO falsely 

represented to PSC that the answers came from the 

Government sponsor. 

n. On January 10, 2019, SORIANO filed his yearly 

required OGE 450 form, on which he failed to disclose 

the World Series tickets given to him by Flores. 
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o. On January 26, 2019, t he same day Flores purchased 

Super Bowl tickets for SORIANO, SORIANO completed a 

Consensus Technical Evaluation of Intellipeak's 

proposal on RFP 19-233-SOL-00139, rating the company 

excellent. As a result of this favorable technical 

evaluation, PSC awarded I ntellipeak 

HHSP233201900020C, with a total potential value of 

$3,998 , 923.50. 

p. On March 4, 2019, SORIANO directed PSC that t he 

contractor for a new 8 (a) direct award effort was 

going t o be Intellipeak. 

q. On March 10, 2019, SORIANO sent PSC completed 

technical 

contractors 

compet i t ive 

Intellipeak. 

evaluat ions for all four defen se 

who submi t ted proposals on 

8(a) MAC t ask order, 

SORIANO ensured that 

the first 

incl udi ng 

Inte l lipeak 

received an overall excellent evaluat i on, while the 

other competing contractors r eceived poor 

evaluations. 

r. On March 27, 2019, SORIANO emailed PSC t he compl e t ed 

Consensus Technical Evaluations for 

competitive task order on the 8 ( a) MAC. 

another 

SORIANO 

again ensur ed that I ntellipeak received t he h ighest 

ratings f o r t h e i r proposal . On the form , SORIANO 

falsely represented t hat a DoD employee -- who was 

unaware t hat his name was be i ng used in t h is manner 

-- had also evaluated the proposals. 
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s. On April 24, 2019, PSC asked SORIANO t o provide the 

technical tradeoff s between Intellipeak, to which 

SORIANO had given the highest t echnical rating, and 

the lowest bidder, which was $6 million less 

expensive than Intellipeak. SORIANO allowed Flores 

to draf t the justification for awarding the contract 

to Intellipeak and copied and pasted from Flores's 

document in hi s response to PSC. On April 29, 2019, 

SORIANO emailed PSC another justification for 

awarding the second task order on the competitive 

8(a) MAC to Intellipeak. 

15. SORIANO admits and agrees that as a result of the 

conspiracy, he he lped steer approximately 26 contracts/task orders 

to Intel lipeak. 

16. SORIANO further admits and agrees that the United States 

could prove tha t t he profit to Inte llipeak on those contracts/task 

orders was more than $550,000 and less than $1.5 mi ll ion. 
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Conspiracy 2 : The Cambridge/Thurston Conspiracy 24-cr-341-TWR 

17. Cambridge International Systems (charged elsewhere) 

("Cambridge") was a company with locations in Arlington, Virginia 

and outside of Charleston, South Caro l ina, among other locales . 

18 . Russell Thurston ("Thurston") (charged elsewhere) was 

the Vice President, Defense and Intelligence Solutions, and then 

later the Executive Vice-President, Advanced Technologies and 

Services Division of Cambridge . 

19. Co-Conspirator- 1 purported to have his own consulting 

business in Tampa, Florida. From approximately December 2014 

through 2019, Co-Conspirator-1 purported to work for Cambridge as 

a consultant, a position that he obtained and kept because SORIANO, 

who was a friend of Co-Conspirator-l's, requested that Thurston 

give Co-Conspirator- 1 a consulting job at Cambridge. SORIANO also 

assisted Co-Conspirator-1 in obtaining consulting work from 

multip l e other defense contractors at the same time t hat he was 

consu l ting for Cambridge . 

20. Co-Conspirator-2 worked as a Program Manager at 

Cambridge, under the direction of Thurston . 

21. Liberty Gutierrez (charged elsewhere) p urported to work 

ful l time as a Senior Management Analyst at Cambridge from 

approximately April 2017 through 2019, a position that she obtained 

and kept because SORIANO asked Thurston to give Gutierrez a job at 

Cambridge. SORIANO agreed with Gutierrez that she would give him 

$2,000 per month in cash from the job at Cambridge, and that she 

would not have t o do any work for the position. Gutierrez gave 

SORIANO approximately $66,000 in cash as result of their agreement. 
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At the same time Gutierrez was working for Cambridge, SORIANO also 

ensured that Gutierrez had ful l time jobs at two other defense 

contractors. Gutierrez also purported to work full time during 

this period at a real estate and mortgage company in San Diego, 

Cali fornia. 

22. Individual-1 was a family member of SORIANO's who 

graduated from college with a Bachelor's Degree in Computer Science 

in May 2015. Individual-1 worked at Cambridge remotely from San 

Diego , first as a paid intern and later as a fu ll-time employee, 

positions that he obtained because SORI ANO asked Thurston to give 

Individua l -1 a job at Cambridge. 

23. Indivi dual-2 was a f riend of SORIANO's who purported to 

have a small business. Individual-2 was hired as a consultant at 

Cambridge because SORIANO asked Thurston to h i re Individual -2 as 

a consultant. 

24 . Beginning on or before June 2014, and continuing through 

at least October 2019, SORIANO agreed with Russell Thurston, 

Cambr i dge, Co-Conspirator-1, and Co -Conspirator- 2 , and others to 

commit bribery. Specifically, SORIANO, being a public official, 

agreed to, directly and indirectly, corruptly demand, seek, 

receive, accept, and agree to receive and accept things of value, 

including jobs for family and friends, expensive meals, and a 

t icke t to a premiere sporting event, in return for being influenced 

in the performance of official acts and being induced to do or 

omit to do acts in violation of his official duties . 

25. As part of the conspiracy, Thurston, Co-Conspirator-2 

and Cambridge gave JAMES SORIANO thi ngs of value, including jobs 
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for his family and friends, expensive meals and a ticket to the 

2018 MLB All Star Game. In return for the stream of benefits from 

Thurston, Co-Conspirator-2 and Cambridge, SORIANO was influenced 

in t he performance of official acts, 

officials to perform official acts; 

exerted pressure on other 

and advocated before and 

advised other officia l s, knowing and int ending tha t such advocacy 

and advice would form the basis for their official acts; all to 

advance Cambridge's business interests with regards to Department 

of Defense contracts and contracting, as questions, matters, and 

controvers ies relating to that business were brought to SORIANO's 

attention. In addition, SORIANO was induced to do or omit to do 

acts in violation of his official duties. 

26. Specifically, as part of the conspiracy, and in return 

for things of value given to him by Thurston and Cambridge, SORIANO 

steered two task orders on the Chief Information Officer-Solutions 

and Partners 3 ("CIO-SP3") Government Wide Acqu i sition Contract 

( "GWAC") t o Cambridge , HHSP23320 1400 191W and HHSP23320170014 3W, 

which were both task orders on c ontract number HHSN316201200059W. 

To do so, SORIANO allowed Cambridge employees, including Thurston, 

to draft procurement documents for these and other competitive 

procurements and gave Cambridge high technical ratings on their 

proposals. To hide Cambridge's involvement in drafting 

pro cureme nt documents, SORIANO, Thurston, and other Cambridge 

employees cleared electronic document properties 

documents. 

on those 

27. After Cambridge was awarded the t ask orders, SORIANO 

would request modification of the Task Orders to add " p rojects" to 
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the Task Orders, thereby essentially sole sourcing work for various 

commands to Cambridge without that work being competed. SORIANO 

would approve these projects even if they were out of scope with 

the underlying contract, or for commands outside of Commander 

Undersea Surveillance (uCUS"), the primary sponsor for the 

Cambridge task orders, or the Navy. SORIANO also passed Thurston, 

Co-Conspirator-2 and other Cambridge employees internal Government 

communicat ions and information including regarding complaint s 

about Cambridge and would advocate on behalf of Cambridge to 

Government customers who had comp l aints. As a result of the 

conspiracy, Cambridge was awarded over a hundred million dollars 

in Government contracts and task orders. 

28. During the course of the conspiracy, SORIANO, Thurston, 

Co-Conspirator-1, Conspirator-2 and Cambridge, acting through its 

employees, took numerous overt acts in furtherance of the 

conspiracy. 

29. As overt acts in furtherance of t he conspiracy, 

Thurston, Co-Conspirator-2, and Cambridge, acting t hrough its 

employees, offered and gave, and .SORIANO accepted numerous things 

of value , as a stream of benefits, incl uding the foll owing : 

a. On June 12, 2014, SORIANO requested that Cambridge 

give Co-Conspirator-1 a consulting job. Thurston 

ensured that Co-Conspirator-1 was brought on as a 

consultant at Cambridge, starting in December 2014. 

b. On June 16, 2014, SORIANO requested that Cambridge 

give Individual-1 a part-time job, working remotely 

from San Diego. Thurston ensured that Individual-
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1 was brought on as a part-time employee, working 

remotely from San Diego, starting in November 2014. 

Thurston offered Individual-1 a full-time job at 

Cambridge on May 15, 2015. 

c. On January 26, 2016, SORIANO asked Thurston to hire 

Individual-2 a t Cambridge as a consultant. 

Thurston ensured that Individual-2 was hired as a 

consultant at Cambridge, starting on May 2, 2016. 

d. On August 16, 2016, Thurston sent SORIANO a fruit 

basket, while SORIANO was in the hospital following 

heart surgery. Thurston paid $184.65 for the fruit 

basket. 

e. On January 26, 2017, SORIANO had lunch with 

Thurston at Shina Sushi in San Di ego. Thurston paid 

for the mea l and expensed $72.19 to Cambridge. 

f. On January 27, 201 7, SORIANO had lunch with Co­

Conspirat or-2 a t Coasterra in San Diego, 

California. Co-Conspirator-2 paid $88. 25 for the 

meal, which he expensed to Cambr i dge. 

g. On February 9, 2017, SORIANO requested t hat 

Thurston give Liberty Gutierrez a job at Cambri dge. 

Thurston u l timately ensured that Liberty Gutierrez 

was hired by Cambridge on March 21, 2017. Followi ng 

her hiring, Gutierrez gave SORIANO half her salary, 

or approximately $2,000 a month, in cash. 

h. On March 8, 2017, SORIANO went out to dinner with 

Co-Conspirator-2 and another individual at t he 
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Bahama Breeze restaurant in Virginia Beach, 

Virginia. Co-Conspirator-2 paid $85. 8 6 for the 

meal which he expensed to Cambridge. 

i. On April 3, 2017, Thurston offered to get desks for 

SORIANO that matched desks that SORIANO had seen 

and l iked in Cambridge's Virginia Beach office. 

Th e des ks were ultimately never purchased. 

j. On June 12 , 2017, SORIANO had lunch with Thurston 

at Rockin' Baja Lobster Coastal Cantina in San 

Diego, California. Thurston paid $53. 33 for the 

meal which he expensed to Cambridge. 

k . On January 10, 2018, SORIANO at t ended a Cambridge 

holiday party and dinner fo r San Di ego based 

employees. Cambridge paid $1 1 6 for the pre-dinner 

soci al and $52 1 .67 for the di nner portion of the 

event. 

1 . On February 8, 2018, SORIANO went t o dinner with 

Thurs ton and Co-Conspirator-1 at Island Prime in 

San Diego, Cal ifornia. Thurston paid $764.80 for 

the meal. 

m. On June 5, 20 18, SORI ANO went to dinner with 

Thurston at Charl ey's Steak House in Tampa, 

Florida. Thurston paid $1,088.43 for the meal. 

n. On July 17 , 20 18 , SORIANO attended the 2018 MLB All 

Star Game with Co-Conspirator-2, Co-Conspirator-1 

and Co-Conspirator- l 's son. Thurston gave SORIANO 
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o. 

p. 

the ticket to the event. Cambridge paid for all 

four tickets, which cost $8,454 .3 6 . 

On October 24, 2018, SORIANO had dinner with 

Thurston at the Grant Grill inside the U.S. Grant 

Hotel, in San Diego, California. Thurston paid 

$1 09 .43 for the meal. 

On November 14 , 2018, SORIANO had dinner with Co-

Conspirator -2, Co- Conspirator-1, and Dawnell 

Parker at Gordon Biersch Brewery in Virginia Beach, 

Virginia. SORIANO did so after Thurs ton urged Co­

Conspirator-1 to have Co-Conspirator-2 take them 

al l out t o dinner. Co-Conspirator-2 s pent $109.26 

on the meal. 

q. On February 13 , 2019, SORIANO had dinner with two 

Cambridge employees and Liberty Gutierrez at 

Bencot to Ital ian Kitchen, i n San Diego, California. 

Cambridge pa i d $362.01 for the meal, and the 

expense report was approved by Thurston . 

r. On March 5, 2 019, SORIANO had dinner with Thurston 

and others a t Buca di Beppo in San Diego, 

Californ i a, at SORIANO's specific request. 

Thurs ton paid $201.05 f or the meal. 

s . On October 15, 2019, SORIANO had l unch with 

Thurston , Co - Conspi ra t or-2 and others at Coasterra 

i n San Diego , California . 

for t he meal. 
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30. In return for this stream of benefits, and as overt acts 

in furtherance of the conspiracy, SORIANO took various official 

acts, exerted pressure on other officials to perform official acts; 

and advocated before and advised other officials, knowing and 

intending that such advocacy and advice would form the basis for 

their official acts. SORIANO did so as part of the agreement with 

Thurston, to advance Cambridge's business interests with regards 

to Department of Defense contracts and contracting, as Thurston 

and other Cambridge employees brought questions, matters, and 

controversies relating to that business to SORIANO's attention and 

as opportunities arose. SORIANO also did or omitted to do acts in 

violation of his official duties. For example: 

a. In or around July 2014, SORIANO allowed Cambridge 

employees to draft procurement documents for what 

would become RFP C-30772-DV, a competitive 

procurement on the CIO-SP3 GWAC. SORIANO ensured 

that on September 26, 2014, Cambridge was awarded 

HHSP233201400191W (the "191W Task Order"). After 

SORIANO ensured that Cambridge was awarded the 191W 

Task Order, Thurston ensured that Individual-1 and 

Co-Conspirator-1 were hired by Cambridge. 

b. In or around October 2016, SORIANO allowed 

Cambridge employees, including Thurston to draft 

procurement documents, including an Acquisition 

Plan, Instructions to Offerors, an IGCE, and a SOW 

for a competitive task order that was i ntended t o 

be a follow on to the 191W Task Order. 
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c. On February 13, 2017, after Thurston started the 

process to bring Liberty Gutierrez on board as an 

employee at Cambridge, SORIANO agreed to take over 

the development of a separate competitive t ask 

order on the CIO-SP3 GWAC, t hat Cambr idge had 

nicknamed C5ISR 2. 0 . 

d. On March 20, 2017, SORIANO approved the dr aft 

documents for the C5ISR 2.0 t ask order. The next 

day Thurston ensured that Liberty Gutierrez was 

given a formal job of fer at Cambridge. SORIANO 

further ensured that the C5 ISR 2. 0 t ask order, 

which became RFP C-3852 1- DV a nd was released on 

March 24, 2017, was released to a group of companies 

that included Cambridge. 

e. On April 2 6, 2017, SORIANO complet ed a technical 

evaluation of Cambridge's proposal on RFP C-38521-

DV, giving the company excellent ratings. PSC 

ul timat ely a warded Cambridge HHSP233201700143W 

(the "143W Task Order") on June 30, 20 1 7 , with a 

total po tential v a lue of approximately 

$343,306,613.68. 

f. Between J ul y 2017 and J uly 2019, SORIANO approved 

ove r 70 projects on t h e 143W Task Orde r, at Thurston 

and Cambridge's s pec ific request, thereby ensuring 

that a steady stream of Government funds went to 

Cambridge. 
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g. On June 14, 2018, a few days after Thurston took 

SORIANO to dinner at Charley's Steak House in 

Tampa, SORIANO approved a project that related to 

the arming and procuring of vehicles for the White 

House Communications Agency ("WHCA"). PSC re j ected 

the project twice because procuring vehicles was 

out of scope with the CIO-SP3 GWAC. 

h . On July 17, 2018, the same day that SORIANO attended 

t he 2018 MLB All St ar Game with Co-Conspirator-2 on 

a ticket given to him by Thurston, SORI ANO 

suggested to Thurston t hat Cambridge could still do 

the WHCA project if they d ivided out t he procuring 

o f the vehicles from the work to be done i nside the 

vehic les. SORIANO suggested t hat the procuring of 

the vehicles go to an 8 (a) company as a direct 

award. SORIANO and Thurston understood that the 

chosen 8 (a) company would t hen pass t h rough the 

work back to Cambridge, thereby e n s ur i ng that 

Cambridge was still able to capture all of the work. 

On September 5, 20 18, as Thurs ton and SORIANO 

agreed , and based on SORIANO's advocacy, PSC 

modi fied the 14 3W Task Orde r adding t he 

communicat ion s piece of t h e WHCA project . A few 

days later on September 1 4 , 2 018, PSC issued a sole 

source B(a) direct award to another defense 

contractor for the purpose o f pu rchasing v ehicles 

for t he WHCA project. 
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1. On September 21, 2018, SORIANO pushed back on one 

of Cambridge's Government customers who was 

displeased with Cambridge's work. SORIANO 

advocated for Cambridge, rather than fulfilling his 

role as COR and properly monitoring Cambridge's 

performance. 

j. Beginning in October 2018, after learning that PSC 

was going to be shutting down the 143W Task Order 

for new work, SORIANO and Thurston agreed that 

SORIANO would look for new cont ract ing avenues to 

allow Cambridge to continue to receive Government 

funds. SORIANO and Thurston further agreed to 

start communicating over personal email. 

k. For example, on November 5, 20 18 , SORIANO emailed 

PSC asking if he could revive the efforts to do a 

follow-on task order to the 191W Task Order. After 

PSC agreed, SORIANO allowed Thurston and Co­

Conspirator-2 to draft the documents f or the 

procurement, incl uding the RFP, IGCE, Acquisition 

Plan, and PWS, even though it was supposed to be a 

competitive procurement. 

1. On November 15, 20 18, SORIANO obtained examples of 

a Blanket Purchase Agreement ("BPA") from PSC, that 

he then sent to Co-Conspirator-1, who sent the 

documents to Thurston. On December 12, 2018, 

Thurston sent back the completed procurement 

documents for the competitive BPA. SORIANO 
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ultimately sent t he competitive procurement 

documents drafted by Thurston and other Cambridge 

employees to PSC, with the intent that PSC would 

create new contracting vehicles for Cambridge. 

m. SORIANO also attempted to put in place multiple 

sole source contracts to ensure that Cambridge kept 

the work that it had been doing under the 143W Task 

Order. For example, on March 7, 2019, just two 

days after Thurston took SORIANO to dinner at Buca 

di Beppo, Co-Conspirator-2 emailed SORIANO all the 

procurement document s justifying a sole source to 

Cambridge. SORIANO ultimately sent the documents 

draf t ed by Cambridge employees to PSC, and as 

n. 

SORIANO and Thurston 

Cambridge a sole 

approximate l y $20 0,000. 

After PSC shut down 

int ended, PSC 

s ource contract 

awarded 

worth 

assisted acquisitions 

al together in June 2019, SORIANO continued to try 

t o obtain cont racts for Cambridge with other 

Government agenci es, including the General Services 

Administrat ion ("GSA"). For example, on Sept ember 

13 , 2019, SORI ANO had a phone meeting with 

representatives of GSA about a bridge contract to 

Cambridge. During that call, GSA alert ed SORIANO 

that an IGCE that had been submitted for the effort 

had been authored by Cambridge personnel. 
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o. In September and early October 2019, SORIANO also 

worked to try to get Cambridge paid for various 

pending invoices on the 143W Task Order. 

31. SORIANO admits and agrees that the United St a t es could 

prove that the profit to Cambridge on t he Task Orders t hat SORIANO 

steered to Cambridge as a result of the conspiracy was more t han 

$3.5 million. 

Fraud and Fa l se Statements on SORIANO's Tax Re t urns 

32. SORIANO further admits and agrees that he fai l ed to 

report on his tax returns as income the $2,000 per month in cash 

that Li bert y Gutierrez was giving him as a resul t of her position 

at Cambridge. SORIANO knew that federa l tax law imposed upon him 

a duty to dec l are the income on his tax returns and he 

intenti onally and will fu ll y vio lat ed that duty. 

33. Specif i call y, on the dat es set out below, SORIANO fi l e d 

with the I nternal Revenu e Servi ce the f ollowing false U. S . 

I nd ividual Income Tax Return , Forms 1 040, for the calendar years 

set f or t h be l ow, whi ch were verified by a written declaration that 

there were made under the pena l t i es o f perjury a nd wh ich SORIANO 

did not believe to be true and c orrect as t o every mate r ial mat t er. 

TAX APPROXIMATE FALSE ITEM 
YEAR FILING DATE 

20 17 Ma rch 13 , 2 01 8 Form 10 4 0 , Line 43, 
Taxabl e Income of 
$8 3, 12 6 . 

2018 February 20 f Form 10 4 0 , Line 10 , 
2019 Taxabl e Inc ome of 

$8 6, 647 . 
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TAX APPROXIMATE FALSE ITEM 
YEAR FILING DATE 

2019 February 10, Form 1040, Line llb, 
2020 Taxable Income of 

$112,525. 

34. SORIANO admits and agrees that he willfully failed to 

report on his federal tax returns $18,000 in cash payments from 

Liberty Gutierrez in 2017, $24,000 in cash payments from Liberty 

Gutierrez in 2018, and $14,000 in cash payment s from Liberty 

Gutierrez in 2019. He further admits and agrees that as a result, 

he underpaid his taxes for tax years 2017, 2018, and 2019. SORIANO 

agrees that the t o t al amount of his underpaid tax was $13,328.00. 
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Conspiracy 3: Contractor-Band Co-Conspirator-3 

35. Contractor-B was a defense con tractor with off ices in 

San Diego, California and Sta£ ford, Virginia. Contractor-B had 

been a participant in the SBA B(a) program, but "graduated" from 

the program in 2016. After graduating from the program, 

Contractor-B was no longer eligible for direct contract awards 

through the SBA B(a) program. 

36. Starting in 2015, Co-Conspirator-3 founded several 

additional companies. These included Contractor-B-1 and 

Contractor-B-2. Both Contractor-B-1 and Contractor-B-2 purported 

to be Native Hawaiian Organizations ("NHOs"). Co-Conspirator-3 

ran the day-to-day operations and had authority over Contractor­

B-1 and Contractor-B-2. Contractor-B-1 and Cont.ractor-B-2 both 

ult i mate l y entered the SBA 8 (a) program. As NHOs t hey were 

therefore entitled to direct award contracts up to $20 million. 

37. Co-Conspirator-3 also he l ped found Contractor-B-3, wh i c h 

was also part of the Contractor-B "family" of companies. 

Contractor-B-3 purported to be a women-owned small business, and 

was a l so accepted into the SBA 8 ( a) program. Co-Conspirator-3 

also ran the day-to-day operations and had authority over 

Contractor-B-3. 

38. Beginning in or before May 2015, and continuing through 

at least October 2019, SORIANO agreed with Co-Conspirator-3, 

Contractor-B, Dawne l l Parker, and others to commit bribery. 

Specifical ly, SORIANO, being a public official, agreed to, 

direct l y and i ndi rect ly, corrupt l y demand, seek, receive, accept, 

and agree t o receive and accept things of value, incl uding jobs 
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for SORIANO' s wife and Liberty Gutierrez, expensive meals, and 

golf outings in return for being influenced in the performance of 

official acts and being induced to do or omit to do acts in 

violation of his official duties. 

39. As part of the conspiracy, Co-Conspirator-3 and 

Contractor-B gave SORIANO things of value, including jobs for his 

wife and Liberty Gutierrez, expensive meals, and golf outings. In 

return for the stream of benefits from Co-Conspirator-3 and 

Contractor-B, SORIANO was i nfluenced in the performance of 

official acts, exerted pressure on other officials to perform 

official acts; and advocated before and advised other officials, 

knowing and intending that such advocacy and advice would form the 

basis for their official acts; all to advance Contractor-B's 

business interests wi t h regards to DoD contracts and contract ing, 

as questions, matters, and controversies relating t o that business 

were brought to SORI ANO' s a t tention. In addi t ion, SORIANO was 

induced to do or omi t to do ac t s in violation of his official 

duties. 

40 . Specifically, as part of the conspiracy, and i n return 

for t h ings of v alue given t o him by Co-Conspirator - 3 and 

Con tractor-B, SORI ANO steered contracts, incl uding competitive 

procurements and direct award s t o Contractor-B, Contractor-B-1 and 

Contractor-B-2. SORI ANO did so, understanding that Contractor-B­

l and B-2, who were controlled by Co-Conspirat or-3, woul d then 

subcontract out all or most of t he work back to Contractor-B. 

SORIANO additionally allowed Co -Con spi ra tor-3 to draft official 

Government co r respondence for him that would benefi t the 
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Contractor-B "fami l y" of companies. SORIANO allowed Contractor-B 

employees to draft procurement documents, i ncluding the RFP , PWS, 

SOW, and IGCE among other documents, including for competitive 

procurements. SORIANO would give high ratings on TEPs or TEBs to 

Contractor-B, Contractor-B-1, and Contractor-B-2, to ensure that 

they were awarded Government contracts. To hide t h e c onspiracy, 

SORIANO fai l ed to disclose the fact tha t his wife was employed at 

Contractor-B, and that he knew that Contractor-B-1 and Contractor­

B-2 were close ly affiliated with Contracto r -B. SORIANO also caused 

PSC to make Dawnell Parker the COR on a number of contracts to 

h i de his i nvolvement with the Contractor-B family of companies, 

even though SORIANO knew that Dawnell Parker was not a SPAWAR­

certi f ied COR . 

41. During t he course of the conspiracy , SORIANO, Dawnell 

Parker, Co-Conspirator-3, and Contractor-B, acting through i t s 

employees, t oo k numerous overt acts in furtherance of the 

c onspi racy. 

42 . As overt acts in furtherance of the conspiracy, Co­

Conspirator-3 and Contractor-B, acting through its employees, 

offered and gave , and SORIANO accepted numerous things of value, 

as a stream of benef i ts, incl uding the foll owing: 

a. On May 13 , 2015, SORIANO at tended a "Partner 

Meeting" and dinner with employees of various 

c ompanies, including Contractor-B, at Fogo de Chao 

i n San Diego, CA. Co-Conspirator-3 paid a total of 

$3,315.80 for the event and meal. Co-Conspirator-

3 expensed t he event and meal to Contractor-B. 
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b. On November 4, 2015, a Contractor-B employee took 

SORIANO and others to dinner at Fogo de Chao in San 

Diego, CA, totaling $262.43. The employee expensed 

the meal to Contractor-B. 

c. On November 12, 2015, three Contractor-B employees 

took SORIANO and others to dinner at Fogo de Chao 

in San Diego, CA, totaling $ 97 9. 96. Co­

Conspirator-3 expensed the meal to Contractor-Bas 

a "Customer Dinner Event,;, which included "Navy PAC 

work." 

d. On November 14, 2015, SORIANO attended a 

Contractor-B "team building" event for San Diego 

based employees at Pechanga Arena in San Diego, CA 

to watch a San Diego Gulls hockey game. Co­

Conspirator-3 paid a total of $3,235.30 for the 

event, including $ 604. 80 for food from Old Town 

Roe kin Baj a in San Diego, CA. Co-Conspira tor-3 

expensed the event and meal to Contractor-B. 

e. On November 27, 2015, a Contractor-B emplo yee took 

SORIANO and another individual to play golf in La 

Co sta, CA, totaling $371.84. Co-Conspirator-3 

expensed the golf outing to Contractor-B. 

f. On December 4 , 2015, a Contractor-B employee took 

SORIANO to di nne r at Ken Sushi Workshop in San 

Diego, CA, t otaling $321.76. The employee expensed 

the mea l to Contractor-Bas a " [Business] dinner." 
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g • On January 22 , 20 1 6 , Co - Con s pi r a t or- 3 t ook So riano 

and others t o dinne r at Fog o de Chao in Sa n Diego , 

CA, t o taling $1,5 93 . 52 . Co - Conspi r ator-3 expen s ed 

the meal t o Contracto r - B. 

h• On March 11 , 201 6, a Con trac t or-B employee t ook 

So riano , Li berty Gutierrez, and a no ther e mployee a t 

Contractor-B t o l un ch at Bud s Lou i siana Cafe i n San 

Diego , CA, total i ng $81 . 61. The emp loyee expensed 

t h e meal to Contracto r - B. 

i• On March 23, 20 1 6, SORIANO played in a Ladi es 

Pro fessi ona l Golf Ass o c i at i on ("LGPA") Pro -Am golf 

to u r nament wi th Co - Conspirato r - 3 a nd another 

individua l at the Aviara Golf Cl ub in Carlsba d , CA. PCS6/6t24 
MXC 6/6/24 

Co - Con s p irator- 3 paid atotal o f $233 . 72 f o r f ood 

and beverages a t o r f ollowing t h e LGPA Pro - Am g olf 

t our n ame nt. 

j • On Ma r ch 23 , 2 016, aft er the LGPA Pro - Am g o lf 

tourname nt, Co - Cons pi rato r - 3 took SORIANO a nd 

anot her indiv idua l t o d i nner at West Stea k Seafood 

in Ca rl sbad , CA, t otali ng $ 680 . 97 . Co - Conspi rator-

3 e xpe nsed t h e meal to Contra c t or- B . 

k • On Augus t 11 , 2016, a Con t r a ctor - B employee paid 

for f lowers to b e s ent to So riano on beha l f o f t he 

"[Contrac to r-BJ Fami ly ," total ing $84.22 , while 

SORIANO wa s in the hospita l for a s urgi cal 
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1. 

procedure. The employee expensed the flowers to 

Contractor - B. 

On September 27, 2016, three employees o f 

Contractor-B took SORIANO , Dawnell Parker, and 

another individual to dinner at Seasons 52, 

totaling $524.74. Co -Conspirator-3 expensed the 

meal to Contract or - Bas a "Customer Meal." 

m. On Apri l 30, 2017, Co -Conspirator-3 took Soriano 

and others to lunch at Park Hyatt Aviara Resort in 

Carlsba d , CA, totaling $517 . 82. Co - Conspirator-3 

expensed the lunch to Contractor- Bas a "Business 

Meal.u 

n . On April 30, 2017, after the lunch above, Co­

Cons pirator-3 took Soriano and others to dinner at 

Jordan Restaurant in San Diego, CA, totaling 

$779.90. Co-Conspirator -3 expensed the dinner to 

Contractor-Bas a "Business Dinner." 

0 . [Omitted ] . 

p. On August 16, 2017, SORIANO attended a dinner with 

employees of various companies, including 

Contractor-B, at Providence in Hollywood, CA. 

Co-Conspirator - 3 paid a total of $2,097. 60 for 

the dinner, which he expensed to Contractor- Bas a 

"Customer Dinner." 
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q _ On May 19, 2018, Co - Cons pirator - 3 took Soriano and 

another guest to play golf at the Grand Del Mar 

Country Club in Del Ma r, CA . Co - Cons pirato r -3 paid 

the green fee s f or SORI ANO a nd the other guest, 

t o t aling $300 . 00 . Co -C onspi rator- 3 a l s o paid 

$392.98 at the Clubhous e Gr ill and $1 52 . 06 at the 

Member Lounge t hat day. 

r. On March 22, 2019, Co-Conspirator-3 took Soriano to 

play golf at the Del Mar Country Club in Del Mar, 

CA. Co-Consp i rator-3 paid t he green fees f or 

Soriano , t otaling $15 0 . 00 . 

43. As addit i ona l ove r t ac ts in furtherance of the 

conspiracy, Co - Cons pirator- 3 ensured tha t SORIANO ' s friend Liberty 

Gutierrez and hi s wife received jobs at Contractor - B, as things of 

value to SORIANO and at SORIANO's request. Specifically: 

a. On or about July 28, 2015, SORI ANO requested that 

Contractor-B give a job to his long-time friend, 

Liberty Gutierrez . Co - Conspirator - 3 and other 

Contractor- B employees ensured that Gutierrez would 

be hired at Contractor- Bas a Management Analyst 

earning $95,000 a year, contingent on SORIANO 

ensuring that Contractor- B was awarded an 

approximately $3 million NECC-NAVELSG support 

services contract. 
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b. On or about October 7, 2015, after SORIANO ensured 

that Contractor-B was awarded the NECC-NAVELSG 

contract, Gutierrez was hired to work at 

Contractor-B. Gutierrez ultimately did minimal 

work for Contractor - B. 

c. On November 23, 2016, SORIANO emailed his wife's 

resume to a Contractor-B employee and stated 

"[t]hanks for your help." The resume showed that 

Soriano's wife had experience in customer service 

and monitoring freight exports. It did not reflect 

any experience in finance or financial analysis. 

The employee forwarded the resume and informed Co­

Conspirator-3 of SORIANO's reques t . Co­

Conspirator-3 i nstructed SORIANO to have his wife 

apply for a front desk receptioni st position at a 

company that was a wholly owned subsidiary of 

Contractor-B. Contractor-3 did so, to hide the 

f i nancial connection between Contract or-B and 

SORIANO's wife's employment. 

d. On December 21, 2016, SORIANO's wife applied for 

the front des k receptionist position. Employees of 

Contractor-B interviewed her and Co-Conspirato r-3 

ensured that she was hired in a full-time position 

as the fr ont desk recept ionis t at Contractor-B's 

office in San Diego, CA . Co-Conspirator-3 set her 

annual salary a t $40,000. SORI ANO' s wife started 

work as the front desk receptionist at Contractor-
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B's office in San Diego, CA on January 4, 2017, the 

day after she received her offer letter. 

e. On or about May 5, 2017, just four months after 

starting, SORIANO's wife was given a promotion to 

"Financial Analyst" and her annual salary was 

increased to $50,000. The letter was backdated to 

April 5, 2017 and indicated that the $10,000 raise 

was effective as of April 1, 2017. 

f. On or about October 1, 2017, the wholly owned 

subsidiary of Contractor-B 

purportedly purchased by 

Conspirator-3 had control 

interest in Contractor-B-3. 

(referenced above) was 

Contractor-B-3. Co­

over and an ownership 

g. On or about March 8, 2018, Contractor-B-3, sent a 

letter to Soriano's wife increasing her annual 

salary to $60,500. The letter indi cated that t he 

$10,500 raise was effective as of March 1, 2018. 

h. In January 2019, Contractor-B-3 increased SORIANO's 

wife's salary to $62,315. On or about February 20, 

2019, Soriano's wife contacted the human resources 

manager at Contractor-B-3 complaining that the 

raise approved by Contractor-B-3 was lower than the 

one she was promised by Contractor-B (where she 

actually worked). Contractor-B-3, at the direction 

of Co-Conspira tor-3, increased the raise to the 

amount demanded by SORIANO's wife, and then paid 

her back pay as wel l . 
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i. During the conspiracy, Con tractor-B paid an 

approximate total of $243,392.24 for SORIANO's 

wife's work. Of that amount, approximately 

$123,613.29 was deposited into Soriano' s wife's 

bank account. 

44. In return for this s t ream of benefits, and as overt acts 

in furtherance of the conspiracy, SORIANO took various official 

acts, exerted pressure on other officials to perform official acts; 

and advocated before and advised other officials, knowing and 

intending that such advocacy and advice would form the basis for 

their official acts. SORIANO did so as part of the agreement with 

Co-Conspirator-3 , to advance Contractor-B, and its family of 

companies, business interests with regards to Department of 

Defense contracts and contracting, as Co-Conspirator-3, other 

Contractor-B employees and other employees within the Contractor 

B family of companies brought questions, matters, and 

controversies relating to that business to SORIANO's attention and 

as opportunities arose. SORIANO also did or omitted to do acts in 

violation of his official duties. For example: 

a. In Ju l y 2015, SORIANO began discussions with a 

Contractor-B employee to steer an Other Transaction 

Agreement/Authority ("OTA") procurement vehicle to 

Contractor-B. SORIANO was t he COR for the 

contracting effort. On July 8, 2015, SORIANO 

allowed t he employee of Contractor-B to draft the 

procurement documents for the OTA, including "ghost 

writing" a letter from SORIANO. As a result of 
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SORIANO's actions, on 

Contractor - B was awarded 

September 29 , 2015, 

the OTA, with a t otal 

potential value of $2,975,996. Liberty Gutierrez's 

hiring at 

Contracto r-B 

Co n t ractor - B was c ontingent on 

receiving the OTA , and she was 

officially brought on shortly thereafter . 

b. On February 3, 2016 , a Contractor-B employee 

emailed SORIANO regarding a pote ntial contract 

through the Naval Computer and Te l ecommunications 

Station, San Diego (~NCTS SD"), suggesting that the 

effort could be "Streamline 8 (a) to [Contractor ­

B] . ,, 

c . On August 7 , 2016, SORIANO sent a Contractor-B 

employee the PWS and IGCE for the NCTS SD effort 

and asked him to "adjust" the document s before 

SORIANO sent the documents to NCTS for funding. In 

response the Contractor -B employee suggested adding 

funds to cover another Contractor - B employee and 

SORIANO instructed the Contractor- B employee to add 

funds to cover Liberty Gutierrez. The Contractor­

B employee told SORIANO that Co-Conspirator-3 had 

advised that Contractor-B had to receive the 

solicitation by September 6, 2016, in order to 

still be eligible to receive it as an 8(a) direct 

contract. SORIANO allowed the Contractor-B 

employee to modify the Government contracting 
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documents and ensured that the so l icitation went 

out o n August 30, 2016. 

d. On September 22, 2016, SORIANO ensured that PSC 

awarded Contractor -B the NCTS SD contract as a 

direct 8 (a) award. The total p o tent i al v alue o f 

the contract was $1,93 0 , 184.86. Dawnell Parker was 

listed as the COR. 

e. On December 16, 2016, shortly after SORIANO asked 

an employee of Contractor-B to give his wife a job , 

SORIANO had a meeting with Dawnell Parker and an 

employee of Contractor-B among others, where they 

agreed that SORIANO and Parker would ~create & 

f . 

award a 3. 8M GSA 8a STARS II Direct Award for 

services to [Contractor-B J ," no later t han January 

20, 2017;theywould"create & award a 22M HNO 

Direct Award contract for Services t o 

[Con t ractor - B-1 ] ," no later than February 3, 2017; 

and they woul d "create & award a SOM Competit i ve 

Award contract for Servi ces to [Contractor- BJ ," no 

later than Apr i l 30,201 7, among other agreements. 

Shortl y after, Co - Consp i rator - 3 ensu red that SORIANO ' s 

wi fe received a j ob . SORIANO and Parker ensured that 

each of these c ontracts was awarded as specif i ed. 

On Fe bruary 1 6 , 2 01 7 , SORIANO sen t SPAWAR 

le t te rhead to Co - Consp i ra tor- 3 . SORI ANO d i d so to 

all ow Co - Cons pi r a t o r- 3 to dra f t a l e t ter of 

r e f e r e nce for Contractor - B a llowing Contractor - B to 
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serve as a mentor for Contractor-B-1 as part of an 

SBA mentor-protege agreement. SORIANO signed the 

letter drafted by Co-Conspirator-3 which was a 

glowing commendation of Contractor-B. 

g. On March 6, 2017, SORI ANO ensured that Contractor­

B was awarded the GSA Ba Stars II direct award for 

services, with a total potent ia l value of 

$3,886,395.98. To h ide his involvement, SORIANO 

ensured that Dawnell Parker was listed as the COR 

on the contract. 

h. On March 30, 2017, SORIANO al lowe d Co-Conspirator-

3 to "ghos t write" a lett er on SPAWAR l e tterhead 

that falsely claimed that Contractor-B-3 had been 

involve d with SPAWAR " fo r multiple years" and 

"regularl y processes, handles, and controls U.S. 

Government controlled data." SORIANO did so at Co­

Conspirator-3's r equest, so that Contractor-B-3 

could access Microsoft Azure. SORIANO signed the 

letter drafte d for him by Co-Conspirator-3. 

i. On April 12, 2017, shortly after his wife was 

approved for a $10,000 raise and promotion a t 

Contractor-B, SORIANO ensured that Contractor-B-1 

was awarded a contract with a total potential v a lue 

of $19,917,927, as SORIANO had previous ly agreed 

with individuals from Contractor-B. SORIANO served 

as the COR on that contract. 
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j. On December 27, 2017, SORIANO led the TEP for the 

$50 million competitive contract that he had 

previously agreed would go to Contractor-B. In 

that TEP, SORI ANO ensured that Contractor-B 

received overall "Excellent" ratings while the two 

c ompe t ing c ontractors who a l so bid received overall 

"Poor" ratings. As a result of SORIANO' s 

assistance, Co ntracto r-B was awarded the contract , 

despite be i ng approx ima t ely $2 0 million more 

expens ive than one of the other bidders. 

k. On January 7, 2 018, after one of t h e competi to rs 

protested the award to Contractor-B, in part based 

on an a l legation of "gift giving" by Contractor-B 

to indiv iduals at SPAWAR, SORIANO fals ely certified 

that neither he nor a ny members of h is fami ly had 

a direct or indirect interest in any of the fi rms 

wh ich submitted a proposal which conflicted 

substantial ly or appeared to confl i c t substantial ly 

with his du t ie s as a membe r of the TEP. 

1. On Ju l y 2, 2 018, SORIANO he l ped ensure that the 

work that comprised t he p rev i ous ly protested award 

to Contracto r-B was a war ded as a $19. 8 million 

direct award to Contractor-B-2, a company that h a d 

only r ecently been accepted into the SBA B(a) 

program as an NHO. 

m. SORIANO c ontinue d t o ensure that Contractor-B-1 and 

Contractor-B-2 were awarded additional direct 
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n. 

awards throughout 2018. SORIANO did so, with the 

understanding that the companies were going to 

subcontract all or most of the work to Contractor­

B. 

On March 9, 2019, SORIANO allowed defense 

contractors, including employees of Contractor-B, 

to draf t the Contractor Performance Assessment 

Reporting Sys t em ("CPARS") for one of their 

contracts. SORIANO then uploaded the CPARS entry 

drafted by such contractors into t he CPARS system 

as if i t was his own. 

o . In August 2019, after PSC s hut down outside 

assisted acquisitions, SORIANO worked with Co­

Conspirator-3, Contractor-B, Contractor-B-1, and 

Contractor-B-2, t o find a way for the companies to 

keep receiving Government funds. 

p. I n or about September or October 2019, SORIANO 

contacted Dawnell Parker on behalf of Co­

Conspira tor-3. SORIANO to ld Parker that Co­

Conspirator-3 wante d t o use Parker to help him 

start a new Native Hawaiian business to do 

Government contracting. SORIANO did so with t he 

understanding t hat Parker would not do s ubs t antive 

wor k and ins t ead would simply be a figurehead. 

45. SORIANO admits and a grees that t he United Stat es c ould 

prove that t he profit t o Contractor-B, B-1 , and B-2 as a result of 
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the conspiracy was more than $ 3. 5 million but less than $ 9. 5 

million. 
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